. , Rt. 12, 21701 

9/27/75 

Dear Roger* ' 

i I appreciate your. letter of the 25th. 

You close with a reference to what you call the innocence of youth. This 
is fair but I think it is also unfair. Please pardon the avuncular. I recall my own 
youth with clarity. Some of , the pain that was not from Hinnocenee* I'll never forget.Gr 
SiSrto or bs able to. I don t really regard it is innocencerteexoept fior its lack of 
concern for or unawareaess Of what the pursuit of principle can mean. And cost. It 
is* rather (as I see it)* a pre-contamination period* a time when humans are most 
taken with considerations of honor* integrity* pattiotsim and loyalty in the non* 
rahrah sense and least with the consequences of leading an ethical* decent life. 

Success* even survival* makes harsh demands in the modem world. 

In any event, I do not regard dedication to one’s emplyer's real interests 
or to decency and principle as innocence. It is probably part of what accounts for 
the: fee*inga of horror and indignation and the perjoraiivea in my unedited writing* 
what others regard as turgid and prolixity. POrhapa ctrreetly p today. 

It is not impossible to lead a compartmented life. For me dLJ is not even 
difficult* Costly it is, however. On fete balance and with- enough, years to look back 
upon, mistakes and decisions to reflect upon, costs and burts to recall, I am content 
to have paid the costs and to continue to pay them and happy to be able to make 
separations between different lives when called Upon. X don’t know mht it is to 
havje trouble falling asleep. I do have a little problem staying asleep, but since 
my late April illness and the weakness and weariness that followed it* I have been 
able to make a conscious decision to go back to sleep and be asleep before 4*01 a.m. 

What you describe as innocence of youth is what ins maturity can mean 
peace of mind. Plus financial and professional problems. 

Ehought for the philosophy. 

j Last Sunday I had to make a spot decision. I was confronted with a sharp 
conflict of interest, an ethical question* and as a result I declined to appear on 
tee Bay part of the CSS special on assassinations. I repeated this refusal Monday 
and Thursday* having said X*d read the papers CDS files in court tex in Memphis 
Friday, 9/19/75* if sent me. They were not sent. If I have trouble really under- 
standing why this action was filed and formulated as it was, I have so trouble gibing 
up the coast-to-coast attention on prime time it would have meant. That never has 
meant anything to me anyway. 

I have not had any time for sustained thought m this and now I'm not going 
to take it. However, from time to time it has intruded on my thoughts and I have 
reached added conclusions based on the meaning I attribute to it and other events 
andnon-events. As a result I drafted a letter last night that will not be retyped 
until my wife has the time. When she can I'll send it. It constitutes not "con- 
structive notice" but notice. I now see a clear pattern and I have records of a past* 

I mailed tee letter to Dan Rather last Monday morning because I did not wSut this. to 
believe there was anything personal in my refusal to be on the J 4ng part of tha show. 
It had nothing to do with him but I had agreed for him to interview me. 

I am proceeding with publication of my book myself, A t is possible because 
I did sell print ancillary lights that will yield enough to pay the printer when 
added to an essrow account I established the first of the year to be able to reprint 
two of my earlier books that are nearing exhaustion. I'm taking the risk that when 




it does endanger ity ability to reprint these books for which there is 
steady demand - without ary advertising or promotion. 

■ ' I T hav « heard fvom without solicitation. I know who is to 
I nothing else. But if they want to buy ay rights, they 
_ of fared tnem often enough to CBS. Here correctly, I heard from 20th 
^ se ^ normal literary arrangements and the first person to make ax 
offer will have it accepted. 



a surprisingly 

be in touch 
are for sale. 
Century-Skac. 
t an acceptable 



. . . ¥hat 1 «an*t predict is when the book will be out. A ora-waan publisher who 

has other responsibilities can find himself envying the paperhanger with the itch. 

, _ father has not acknolwedged ay letter. In part this can be because he * 

been a^y working on the show* as I understand he has been. In part if can be because 

8 5 a *.“*5f' s tare “*• 1 literal taS 

a " aar ' If has concern for Ids peraonsl lategrf.tr he'll at 
ieas. sake an effort to jmderstand what I wrote. Were I in his position and wi^h 
regard for my reputation I*d be making some independent checks. 

* Jf- 04 t0 y®, 33 helpful as possible to CBS. I took entirely uncompensated 
Wa l aske $ 0l ns * 1 informed its people: truthfully (as they have told me) 
^+ C f^ 0n3 I lnade cIea2, thst 1 was not about to give CBS an/of my rights ■ 

or th right to aay of iiy wosfe. There is a clear reoonrd on this. There also Is -m-h-i-, 

and ,‘S* °° hJ ' la14 * “* *”*” “ to otolng ns*,. Aft* tot 

neetio^+r^^ ”». ta k ?! P 700 Up to *** 011 wha ^ **» ***8 that has no con- 

sri^tT^vo zzz: irt ** r “ ”■ ^ ^ h ™ 9 

». . ®*f ^° ok wili run 560 pages. It will sell for &10.0Q, $10.75 bv insured mail 

to Sd^thatT 1 ^.T***™* aBd non “ retura toudfiact* WHITEWASH IV for me tenant 
to add that cost and then go to the trouble of insuring every mailed copy. 

The news is ont. Thanks and best wishes. 




